
Rhiannon loves the IDEAS Festival

because, "It's a good opportunity to

try out a whole day just jam-packed

with different things." she says." It

wasn't just touching the surface of a

subject, you got to do it yourself and

get involved and you actually got to

create things and do them rather

than just having someone tell you,

"this is maths, this is science".  

As a Youth Assistant at the IDEAS

Festival, she got to experience

another side to the process and pass

her knowledge along. "I think it was

different to be a volunteer because I

saw all the work that got put into it. 

Rhiannon Griffiths, 17, loves seeing

younger students enjoy doing stuff

they're passionate about

Rhiannon's friend Annie led

the FX makeup workshop.

Rhiannon was impressed

with how well Annie taught

her to assist the students, as

well as leading the actual

workshop herself. 

It was really good to see the kids that actually saw

that and cared and came to thank us," she says.  

At the IDEAS Festival this year, "...the people were

what made it really cool. All these people who are

so interested in sharing all  their knowledge with

everyone are so good to interact with and to see

them all there. I get so much out of it because it

just vibrates off the kids when they are having fun."  

Rhiannon thinks that holding the event on the

polytechnic campus is an added attraction because

"The time when they will attend tertiary education

is  a long way away, but it shows them where their

learning can go...it shows them that all these older

people are doing all this cool stuff and they can do

it too if they want  to in the future.“ 

"I GET SO MUCH

OUT OF IT" 

Rhiannon is glad that she got to

volunteer, and says, "I feel like the

IDEAS Festival is kind of the only

thing like it and it definitely made

learning more exciting. You could see

from the kids- they weren't just stuck

in the classroom doing everyday stuff-

they actually got to do something

they were passionate about." 



Lexi  had a busy morning on the first

day of the IDEAS Festival. She had to

reorganise her workshop, "Airheads',

at the last minute, because her

teaching partner had an emergency

and couldn't help. 

Instead of panicking, though, she

handled the challenge and went on

to lead 4 workshops at the event. 

The students select the workshops

they want to participate in, and

'Airheads' was very popular. 

Lexi Landry, 18, can't wait to show other kids how physics really work

YOUTH LEADER SHOWS

RESILIENCE AND CREATIVITY

She says that the children's

enthusiasm was contagious,

which made leading the

workshop more fun. 

She likes the IDEAS Festival

because, "It's an opportunity for

academics outside of school- to

learn for the sake of learning, not

for a test or for a grade," she says. 

"They were all there because they

wanted to be there, so they were

all so excited to learn," she recalls. 

for more information about the 

IDEAS Festival see www.ideasfestival.org.nz 

or email us at: team@ideasfestival.org.nz

Leading a workshop at the IDEAS Festival

fosters resilience, creativity, and leadership.

Youth Leaders are taken through the unique

eight step training programme to create,

deliver, and learn from presenting a workshop. 

BECOMING A YOUTH LEADER

Youth leaders help make the IDEAS Festival an

event that is created for students by students-

they pass what they've learned on to the

younger students who look up to them.


